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Ancient times

Middle ages

Modern times

Contemporary era
BC = Before Christ

AD = Anno Domini (after Christ)

336-323 BC

Reign of Alexander 
the Great

Assassination 
of Julius Caesar

44 BC

Romans 
began persecuting 

Christians

64 AD 

300 AD

Start of the barbarian 
invasions

Division of the 
Roman Empire into 

East and West

395 AD

476 AD

Fall of the Western 
Roman Empire

753 BC

Rome founded 
by Romulus

Beginning of the 
Roman Republic*

509 BC

58-51 BC

Julius Caesar 
and the 

Gallic Wars

Beginning of the 
Roman Empire*

27 BC

313 AD

Edict of Milan: 
freedom of religion 

in the Roman Empire

Start of the great 
Germanic migration

400 AD

ancient times
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The Vikings were dubbed the “Rulers of the Seas”.
Explorers, merchants, warriors… For one reason or another, 

they were constantly on the move!

Thanks to their incredible ships, they succeeded in crossing seas and oceans 
to reach far-fl ung destinations including the coastlines of North Africa and 
the Near East.

They were even the fi rst Europeans to set foot on North American soil – and 
this was almost 500 years before Christopher Columbus! To the west, the 
Vikings fi rst discovered Iceland and then went on to reach Greenland.

In the other direction, the Vikings drove deep into Eastern Europe: 
to the Baltic, Caspian, Mediterranean and Red Seas; then on into Russia 
and the Orient. They even made it to the prosperous city of Constantinople*!

explorers and conquerors
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Vikings “raid” the villages and towns they come across. 
Their raids are targeted, swift and devastating military operations.

 And they rely on the element of surprise! It is not their intention to occupy 
the territories they attack, but to depart with a large stash of war booty*!

raids*

There is no satellite navigation 
in the Viking Age! Not even 
a compass. To navigate, the 
Vikings use the stars, the sun 
and the fl ight patterns of the 

seabirds.

where are 
we now?

98

Rome: a potted history

Legend has it that Rome was founded 
by twins Romulus and Remus in memory 

of the she-wolf that had saved them from certain death.
   

In the beginning, Rome was a kingdom*, but it later 
became a republic*. The Roman Republic expanded 
territorially to control a vast area of the world.

Rome grew to be a rich and powerful city where ambitious 
men vied for power! And for this very reason, Rome found 
itself rocked yet again – this time becoming an empire*.

Rome ultimately met a tragic end…

Its territory was divided in two: the Western Roman Empire 
and the Eastern Roman Empire. The Western Empire 
collapsed as a result of the barbarian invasions, while the 
Eastern Empire survived several hundred years longer.

Western Empire
Eastern Empire

Rome

Mediterranean Sea

According to legend, Romulus and Remus 
are abandoned as babies on the banks 
of the River Tiber*. Thankfully they are 

saved by a she-wolf who feeds 
them with her own milk.

Romulus 
and Remus

Julius Caesar is probably the most famous name from Ancient Rome.

He is born into a wealthy patrician* family. At the age of 49, 
he is appointed consul* and goes on to become one of the most important 

political fi gures in Rome.

But still he craves more power…Caesar makes Gaul a Roman province* and 
then defeats General Pompey. In doing so, he becomes the absolute ruler of 
Rome. However, his power arouses jealousy in some quarters… He ends up 

being murdered in a plot* organised by Brutus, his own adopted son!

hail Caesar!
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An attractive and enjoyable series that brings history alive! These 4 cleverly 
designed titles introduce the Romans, Vikings, Knights and the Renaissance 
period to children! Young readers will be fascinated by these captivating texts 
and attractive illustrations! 
A fun way for young readers to take a first step into history.

• Educational but far from being too serious 
• Captivating texts and attractive illustrations 
• Brings history alive!
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•  32 pages + cover 
(selfending)
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At the start of a joust*, both knights 
raise the visors* of their helmets with 
their right hands to look each other 
in the eye. This is the origin of the 

military salute.

the military salute

Winners of jousts* are treated as veritable heroes.
Everyone is desperate to go to see them in a tournament*! 

a true star

Jousting* is such a popular sport 
that a knight may even be granted 

a leave of absence from war to take 
part in an important tournament*!

jousts

A castle was used to showcase 
the power of its noble owner. 
Essentially, the bigger it was, the 
stronger he was!

They were generally built on hilltops, near a source of water. Early castles 
were made of wood, which was cheaper but did make them a fi re risk! 
There was therefore a gradual move towards stone constructions and 
castles increased in size with the addition of turrets and ramparts*. In this 
way, they became virtually impenetrable!

Castles were swarming with people! The king, his family, his court*, 
knights, servants, farmers and labourers… There was room enough for 
everybody. The servants were responsible for keeping house: preparing 
the food, mucking out the stables and lighting fi res to heat the freezing 
castle. Nights could be chilly within four stone walls!

castles
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Leonardo da Vinci was without doubt one of the 
greatest geniuses of all time.
Creator of the world-famous Mona Lisa, da Vinci was 
not only a painter, but also an architect, sculptor, 
military and civil engineer, mathematician, geologist, 
botanist and anatomist. He quite literally specialised 
in everything! He was a perfect representation of the 
Renaissance ideal: the complete, universal man.

He was born in Vinci in Italy in 1452, hence 
his name. He benefi tted from little formal 
education, learning about the arts and the 
sciences all by himself! From the age of 14, 
he studied painting and became famous 
throughout Italy. 
At the same time as painting, he developed 
techniques for laying siege to towns and 
castles. He was also an expert in human 
anatomy. Legend has it that he would dig up 
graves in the dead of night in order to study 
the bodies!

By the time of his death, Leonardo da Vinci had amassed approximately 
13,000 pages of notes, plans, drawings and scientifi c essays! Only about 
7,000 of these are in existence today…

Leonardo da Vinci

Leonardo da Vinci is responsible for designing… the fi rst parachute, 
the fi rst helicopter, the fi rst aeroplane, the fi rst tank, the fi rst repeating rifl e 

and the fi rst car!

Leonardo da Vinci has a reputation for being a little bizarre. He is left-
handed (a trait considered at this time to be linked to the devil) and dyslexic 
and he writes backwards (in other words, from right to left, inverting all the 

letters). What do you make of that?!

jack of all trades

a peculiar kind of genius


